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Ashfield School
SEND Information report
September 2025
Inclusion Team 

SENCOs- Sharon McAra, Rachel Burgoyne, Katie Finch
· Learning Progress Assistants
· Learning Mentors
· Coordinators for the Four broad areas of Need
· School Counsellor
· Children in Care Welfare Officer
· EHCP Linked Worker

Role of SENDCo 
The SENDCo has day-to-day responsibility for the operation of SEN policy and co-ordination of specific provision made to support individual pupils with SEN, including those who have EHC plans. The SENDCo provides professional guidance to colleagues and will work closely with staff, parents and other agencies. The SENDCo will be aware of the provision in the Local Offer and be able to work with professionals providing a support role to families to ensure that pupils with SEN receive appropriate support and high-quality teaching.
What is the SEND Information Report? 
The SEND Information Report details the provision that Ashfield offers to students with special education needs and disabilities. To find out more about the new SEND code of practice, please refer to the ‘SEND code of practice: 0 to 25 years’ SEND code of practice: 0 to 25 years - GOV.UK 
Introduction
We are a mainstream and inclusive secondary school based in Sutton in Ashfield, Nottingham. One of the strategic anchors as a Trust is to build a compelling culture where all students can succeed regarding of any individual needs. We focus very much on ensuring that our students are scaffolded to experience a mainstream curriculum offer. We are committed to ensuring that students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities can access an ambitious, broad and balanced curriculum. 
Our approach to inclusion is aligned to our school values of: 
• Ambition 
• Teamwork 
• Honesty
It is our belief that the entitlement to a broad, balanced, relevant and scaffolded curriculum is a right for all and should not be constrained by age, gender, creed, race, physical disability, special education needs or vulnerability. 
This entitlement should be delivered by trained personnel, committed to maximum inclusion, who are able to provide a happy, sensitive, secure and developmental environment in which all individuals are encouraged and enabled to undertake self-development, self-advocacy, respect for self, respect for others and respect for the environment. 
Equality of opportunity, thoughtful and effective assessment, parental involvement, and effective teaching appropriate to the needs of the individual and the subject matter should be integral to the planning of educational provision, for all students. 
A committed Inclusion Team offers personal support and guidance to the team works hard to ensure students feel settled as soon as they arrive and feel confident that their needs are known and are being met. We exploit a range of information about students to ensure that transition is as smooth as possible. 
The Inclusion Team are fully committed to supporting all students to achieve the mission of ensuring they are fully prepared to make a special contribution to the world we share. We want all students to access any enrichment they desire to widen their skill set, to access any trip to increase their confidence and to access the curriculum to allow them to discover their passion and immerse themselves into their chosen subjects.
We are a mainstream, inclusive school that fully complies with the requirements outlined in the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (2015). Our school currently provides additional and/or different provision for a range of needs, including:  
· Communication and interaction, for example, autistic spectrum disorder, Asperger’s Syndrome, speech and language difficulties  
· Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia, 
· Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),   
· Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, hearing impairments, processing difficulties, epilepsy   
· Moderate/severe/profound and multiple learning difficulties 
 We make reasonable adjustments to our practices so as to comply with the Equality Act (2010).
Teaching and Learning 
· Quality first teaching is at the heart of a truly inclusive curriculum. 
· Learning needs are met through a broad, balanced, and relevant curriculum taught by teachers who are experts in their fields; we have a very experienced set of teachers who bring a wealth of knowledge, expertise and challenge to each lesson. 
· Students undertake appropriate assessments throughout the year and have opportunities to display their knowledge and successes and to gain important feedback and support where needed in structured intervention sessions.
Range of support 
All students have a form tutor who maintains an overview of both their academic progress but also the emotional health and well-being.  The form tutor is very much the student’s champion.
· Teachers will ensure that students are supported, scaffolded, and stretched in lessons and have appropriate homework set.  
· Library provides a space for students to work and gain support from adults. 
· Students who have an Educational Health Care Plan (ECHP) will have a named key worker from the Inclusion Team. 
· Where appropriate students will have access to IT devices to support their learning such as laptops or a reader pen.  
Monitoring Progress
· All SEND students’ academic progress will be monitored using assessments that are appropriate and relevant to their learning.
· During the year the Inclusion Team will review students next steps and targets to ensure the students are making progress.  Where a student is failing to make progress, their provision needs to be reviewed or increased. 

A child or young person has a SEND if they have learning difficulty or learning disability which calls for a special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they:
(a) Have a significantly greater need in learning than the majority of others of the same age: or
(b) Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.
A child under compulsory school age has a special educational need if they fall within the definition of (a) or (b) above or would do so if special educational provision was not made for them. (Special Educational Needs and Disability, Code of Practice: 0 – 25 years, June 2014)

SEND overall at ASHFIELD

	Criteria
	Data

	Number of students on roll at ASHFIELD
	2629

	% number of students with an EHCP
	1.145 %

	% number of students identified as SEND support (K)
	10.44 %



	
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9
	Year 10
	Year 11
	Year 12
	Year 13
	Year 14

	K %
	9.31
	11.25
	12.22
	16.24
	13.79
	3.42
	3.42
	4.55

	E%
	1.72
	2.25
	1.71
	1.71
	1.23
	0.31
	
	



Evaluating the effectiveness of SEND provision  
We evaluate the effectiveness of provision for students with SEND by: 
· Reviewing students’ individual progress towards their targets each term.
· Reviewing the impact of interventions after each term using Provision Maps.
· Using student questionnaires. 
· Monitoring by the SENCO  
· Holding annual reviews for students with EHC plans  
The SENCO regularly reviews how provision is delivered within the classroom as well as via interventions. This helps in maintaining standards through evaluation and subsequent learning conversations with staff to support ongoing development of inclusive practices. 
Our provision management tool also looks at the impact each intervention has had on the progress of each student. Decisions are made as to whether specific interventions are proving to be effective both in terms of the time spent on them and the finance used in providing the intervention. Where appropriate we work with specially trained staff in order to adapt interventions so that they specifically target the needs of groups of and individual students. 
A data overview of the impact of SEN provision to date
Below are figures that indicate the assessment of SEND students last academic year.
Year 11 Basics 4+ measure- the number of students who achieved a 4 or above in GCSE
	
	National data 2024
	Ashfield data 2024
	Ashfield data 2025

	ALL 25
	65%
	65%
	69.1 %

	SEND 25
	31%
	27%
	42.60%

	PP 25
	43%
	40%
	53.7 %




This data indicates that while there is still a gap between SEND students and their peers, this gap is narrowing. Ashfield SEND students have performed above national average using the 2024 data.
Attendance Academic Year 2023-24

	Group
	Attendance rate

	Whole school
	91.6 %

	SEND
	

	SEND E
	64.44%

	SEND K
	84.44%


Attendance Academic Year 2024-25

	Group
	Attendance rate

	Whole school
	92.49%

	SEND
	

	SEND E
	65.55%

	SEND K
	86.92%




Admissions 
Children in receipt of an Education, Health and Care plan (EHC) or Statement of Education Needs (SEN) that names Ashfield as the appropriate school, will be admitted before any other children.
Support for all students with special educational needs is overseen by their link worker, the link SENDCo in liaison with the year team, Student Liaison Officer, Deputy head, Curriculum Leaders and teachers with specific responsibilities for intervention.

The first and most important stage of intervention is quality first teaching. 
SEND Expenditure 2024-25

	Type of support
	Objective
	Evidence base
	Expected outcome

	Quality first teaching
	To ensure that all students with SEND receive high quality teaching every lesson, every day.
	EEF
High impact and strong evidence base, particularly if the student is also disadvantaged
	There will need to be limited intervention due to the quality in the classroom. 


	SENDCo support and the overview of SEND provision
	To lead on all policies, tracking, paperwork, monitoring and quality assurance; ensuring SEND students make progress
	As stated in job description and roles and responsibilities of the SENCo
	All students will be given a ‘graduated approach to their needs’, including those identified as SEMH.
What does a graduated response look like at ASHFIELD?

Detailed and documented response that monitors and tracks all interventions available at each wave of intervention.
A SEND support plan initiated for all K students that is an Assess, Plan, Do, Review approach with a link worker assigned. 
Parents/carers and students will be invited to meet staff three times a year to review progress, targets set and interventions in place.




	Core Curriculum 
	To develop and implement literacy and numeracy interventions for all those students who need it by offering year 11 weekly mastery sessions in English, Maths and Science to all students including those who have SEND, on a voluntary basis. 
To complete NGRT reading tests, baseline assessments for all pupils and add the results to SIMs for all staff to access.
	EEF – mastery 

To ascertain a clear baseline level for all students but even more so for those
with SEND.


	Enable year 11 students to access additional support throughout their final year of secondary school.

Address numeracy and literacy concerns for those students identified and add in extra wave 2 intervention.

Increased understanding, increased reading ages.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PSO
/Attendance Officer
	To be responsible for managing and monitoring the behaviour, attendance and wellbeing of all students, including those with SEND needs, who are placed in their year.

To assist the SENCo with parental advice and guidance and external referrals for students who may need support attending school/lessons.
To develop SEMH approaches that give students resilience and specific strategies to regulate their emotions.
To work with the SENCo to track attendance for E and K students and those who access an alternative or provision or reduced timetable, completing regular reviews with parents and young people.




	The strong correlation between high attendance and high attainment.
Strong research indicating the power of positive relationships in supporting those students with SEND needs, particularly those with SEMH needs.
Having a clear understanding that behaviour could be
the outcome of an unmet need and establishing strong triangulation with SEND, pastoral and teaching and learning.

EEF Mentoring/ Behaviour
interventions 
	The attendance of SEND students is at least in line with their peers.
The behaviour of students is understood, and clear correlations are made to learning when appropriate – graduated responses indicate this.

That all students feel safe and supported in school.

Students who attend an alternative provision or who access a reduced timetable still feel part of the whole school culture and are being supported to return to the mainstream setting on a full-time basis when appropriate.



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Inclusion social space i1/i6
	The rooms are supervised at breakfast, break and lunch to give a quieter space for any SEND students who find it difficult to access the main school social areas and may need space to self-regulate during busy unstructured times. 
	SEND research and National Autistic Society – to enable Autistic children to have quiet space.
	To aid students who find unstructured times of the day challenging and would benefit from adult support.

	Reflect and reconnect room inclusion i1
	A room supervised by Trusted Adults to help reduce corrections/suspensions for SEND students who may need to work through their zones of regulation strategies and/or self-regulate before they return back into mainstream lessons.
Resources are available in the room and students have access to their own folder of resources.
	
Doing What Matters Conference: East Midland Education Support Service
TED Talk
Jaz Ampaw-Farr

EEF Improving behaviour in schools report




	To help students who find 5 hours of academic study challenging and would benefit from a space to regulate.

	Individual Needs Team room i2
	Offer a range of literacy interventions for students who struggle with reading, writing, spelling, handwriting and comprehension. The interventions take place in either small groups or 1:1 depending on the needs of the student and are usually completed in years 7, 8 and 9. 
Interventions include:
Sound Training
Alpha to omega
Lexia
Next Chapter
In addition, they offer support for students with dyslexia through after school clubs and interventions designed to teach strategies to students and inform teaching staff. Assistance for students who have English as an Additional Language, these students receive help with their vocabulary and confidence and have access to the Flash Academy learning platform.
Speech and Language referrals lead to short term SALT interventions.
 Access Arrangement testing takes place in i2 by staff who have completed the required qualifications and is overseen by the SENCo. 

	National Dyslexia Association

Effective Teaching of EAL Students The Bell Foundation
	To ensure teaching staff are aware of the individual needs of the students with cognition and learning difficulties and how they can support them in classrooms.

To offer interventions that assist progress in lessons and review termly for impact.

	Bridging Room Team, room i3
	The Bridging Room at Ashfield is a calm, structured learning environment within inclusion where students who are unable to access a full timetable in mainstream school due to anxieties/SEMH difficulties can receive support and guidance in their work. 
Students access identified lessons in the bridging room.  Every student has individual requirements which are tracked on a regular basis to help provide the most successful pathway for their continued progress and success. 
	Notts Educational Psychology Service ESBA Guidelines

Gov Uk Guidance on how to support school avoidance 

	To help remove barriers to learning and guide pupils to attend school, develop independent skills, make progress and achieve.









	C & I/SEMH Workshops
	Inclusion staff are trained to deliver the following interventions for young people who have difficulties with their communication and interaction skills and/or Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties.
*ELSA workshops and/or 1-2-1
*Nurture groups
*Drawing talking 1-2-1 sessions
*Person Centered Programme (PCP)
*Zones of Regulation
*Enrichment
	EEF Improving behaviour in schools report
Section 5 Use targeted approaches to meet the needs of individuals 
	To offer a graduated response to students who are facing difficulties and complete relevant entry and exit questionnaires to track the merit of each intervention.

	Physical and Sensory Team
	The Physical and Sensory team have a comfort room based in the PE block where they work with a variety of students who have Physical Disabilities and require support from Physiotherapist, Occupational therapist and outside agency specialist workers to ensure student’s needs are being met in their studies and school life.
They also offer support for hearing and visual difficulties and Liaise with the Local Authority to follow the guidance for each student with VI or HI, including access to braille should this be appropriate.
	Equality Act 2010
	That pupils with physical and/or sensory difficulties make progress in line with their peers.

	Learning Progress Assistants
In-class Support
	Learning and Progress Assistants support teachers and students across the faculties to ensure that vulnerable students who have SEND continue to make progress across key stage 3 and 4. They work under the direction of the subject specialist teachers to support the students and encourage challenge and motivation to aid progression. 
They act as Linked workers for students and families who are on the SEND Register under the code K or E.
	EEF guidelines ‘Deployment of TA’s’
	SEND students will make progress across a variety of lessons. Staff CPD to upskill support staff will enhance the learning experience within the classrooms.

	CIC Support/EHCP Support
	Children in Care Welfare Officer works as a Trusted Adult to help support the children and families of the most vulnerable cohort who may or may not have SEND. They work very closely with the SENCo and the Achievement Leaders to ensure that their cohort of students are attending school and making progress. Reviews take place every 6 months with social care and outside agencies to ensure that attendance and progress are in line with peers.
The EHCP linked worker supports the Education Health and Care Plan process and works with young people and their families to complete the statutory annual review paperwork and inform teaching staff of the current targets for each child with an EHCP.

	Virtual School and EP Service  Nottinghamshire deliver Trauma Informed Schools workshop and support staff to implement a whole school approach.
	To track the academic progress and wellbeing of our Children in Care, meet statutory requirements regarding dissemination of funding and attendance at PEP reviews.

To meet the statutory requirements of an EHCP and ensure teaching & support staff are working towards outcomes for each child.

	Mental Health Support
	Specialist support for students who may have Mental Health needs.
*Early Intervention/Tier 1- 
Trusted Adult/Pastoral Team support
*Tier 2 - Mental Health Support Team referrals (early Intervention
CAMHs Team)
*Tier 3 - School Counsellor
*Tier 4 – CAMHs referral/MASH
	Children with special educational needs may experience a range of social, emotional and mental health problems, which can create a barrier to learning. 

	To support our SEND students with their mental wellbeing so that worries are identified at the earliest stage and interventions are put in place.



	Specialist Inclusion Services (SIS)
	There are a wide variety of specialist services we may work throughout the academic year to support our SEND students such as: Educational Psychologist support Speech and Language support Occupational Therapy
North Ashfield Partnership -Behaviour support
PDSS – Physical Disability Support
HI and VI support
Communication and Interaction Team
Cognition and Learning Team
Please note that the list above is not exhaustive.


	As recommended by colleagues and the Local Authority through Springboard Meetings
	Students in need of support from external agencies (to aid teaching staff and the SEND team to support their learning in school) benefit from the advice of experts.

	Establishment of a TTCT SEND network
	This will enable all SEND teams to share best practice and work together to further develop and refine our SEND systems.
	The Behaviour and Teaching and Learning Teams across the MAT work together on a frequent basis to share best practice, review provision and refine practices. It is hoped that the SEND hub will also enjoy success.

	SEND teams across the MAT are working to the best of their abilities and within a common SEND framework as laid out by the new SEND team.
SEND teams are peer reviewed by SEND teams within the MAT and timely, constructive
feedback provided.

	Timetabled groups:
Next chapter
The Lit Programme
Ready to learn
	Small groups primarily designed to support students with SEND. They study an
Adapted curriculum in KS3 and 4 delivered by teaching and/or Support staff with relevant training/CPD
Next Chapter: a KS3 literacy intervention for students working 4 years or below age related expectations
The Lit Programme: a KS3 reading intervention for pupils working between 2 and 3 years below age related expectations
Ready to Learn: an intervention for pupils working 4 years below, students do not work towards Progress 8, they drop 1 subject to help develop their life skills and executive functioning skills across the curriculum.

	EEF 
Reduced class sizes 
Small group tuition 
Children who are significantly behind need more structure and support to complete the basics.
This approach allows them to be taught in small groups.

The Hackney Lit Programme – Reciprocal Teaching Approach
	Progress and learning will be structured to ensure the gap between SEND students and their peers does not widen.

	Coordinators
	5 Coordinators work across the four broad areas of need to support SENCo’s with the SEND Assess, Plan, Do Review process for all K & E pupils, their families and linked workers to provide the provisions outlined above.
	As stated in job description and roles and responsibilities of the Assistant SENDCo
	All students will be given a ‘graduated approach to their needs’.

To ensure all SEND children make progress.
To ensure parents can voice their views and see their child’s progress in through regular meetings with school staff.




Meeting the guidelines set out by the SEN Code of Practice 2015
The SEND Code of Practice 2015 (section 6.79) states that every school must include specific information in their SEND report each year. The table below provides the information that we are instructed to include. If you have any further questions or require further help for your child with SEN, please do not hesitate to contact the school SENCo whose details are provided in the table.

	What kinds of SEND do we provide for at Ashfield School
	Ashfield provides for all types of SEND.
Reasonable adjustments are made for SEND when the school is notified of them. 
SEND students at the school have support for and adjustments to assist them with:
· areas of need regarding communication and interaction such as Autism.
· areas of need regarding cognition and learning such as Dyslexia, Dyspraxia.
· social, emotional and mental health difficulties such as anxiety and depression.
· sensory and other physical needs such as issues with sight, hearing, or physical issues.
· We have 30 students with an EHCP in academic year 2025-2026



	What are our policies for identifying children and young people with SEND and assessing
their needs?
	Whether we are aware of a child’s SEND when the student becomes a member of the academy, or whether the child’s SEND becomes apparent at a later stage, all staff work with the SENCo’s (whose names are at the top of this information report) who carry out a clear analysis of the student’s needs. Need could be identified by:
· individual teachers completing a SEND Concern and logging this with the SEND team and an initial concern process is started
· parents
· the pastoral team
· external agencies
This can lead to an assessment of their needs and both teachers and parent’s views and the advice from relevant external services are considered. All students on the SEND register have a support plan that follows the Assess, plan, do review cycle.

The SEND assessment is reviewed regularly, seeking the views of students and parents by inviting them in for a review meeting to discuss progress. In addition, updates and reviews will be sought from teaching staff to ensure that barriers to learning are identified, discussed and shared so that they can be challenged and overcome.
As a parent/carer, should you feel that your child could have a special educational need, please contact the Ashfield’s linked SENCo
to discuss your concerns.

	What arrangements are in place for consulting with parents of children with SEND and involving
them in their child’s education?
	Parents of all students with an identified SEND are contacted regularly and invited to a meeting twice a year to gain their views on their child’s attainment and progress and to contribute to their child’s ‘Support plan’ and to make changes/amendments to their child’s one page passport. There are also parents’ evenings throughout the year to discuss attainment, behaviour and progress with teaching staff.


	What arrangements are in place at Ashfield for consulting young people with SEND and involving them in their education?
	Students with SEND are fully involved in developing and reviewing their one-page passports and ‘support plans’. There are regular meetings with a member of the inclusion Team, the pastoral team or their form tutor to gather the student’s views on
progress and any additional requirements.



	
	Discussions will include a review of recently implemented support strategies.
Students are also given several opportunities throughout the year to
complete student voice surveys.

	What arrangements are in place for assessing and reviewing children’s progress towards outcomes?
	The cycle of assessment and review are scheduled termly. This involves the review of progress towards expected outcomes from progress data inputted by teaching staff (available on the grade run twice a year) and any other additional information. Further relevant and appropriate intervention is put in place to support SEND students who are not making the expected progress by Heads of Faculties and/or the inclusion team. Discussion and agreement of additional adjustments takes place and is communicated to all staff for implementation.

	What arrangements are in place for supporting children in moving between phases of education and in preparing for adulthood. As young people prepare for adulthood outcomes should reflect their ambitions, which could include higher education, employment, independent living and participation in society.
	Making adjustments to identify and support students who may find transition from primary school to secondary school difficult are put in place on a needs basis. This could include:
· arranging visits to the school prior to entry to support orientation
· meetings with primary school teachers to gather information
· meetings with parents to reassure and discuss specific needs
· early viewing of timetables
· meeting new tutors in advance
· taking pictures of school
· discussing timetable issues where the student may feel anxious
· adjusting tutor groups to ensure friendships can be maintained
· providing an agreed buddy
· making clear and relevant information and guidance available to all teaching staff

	What is our approach to teaching children and young people with SEND?
	Support with the curriculum:
Teachers at the school deliver outstanding lessons that are appropriately structured to match the students’ needs and targets.
There is a clearly written and structured scheme of learning for each SEND specific group intervention and for all curriculum areas.
Based on the severity of the child’s needs they may receive additional classroom support, targeted small group tuition and
given extra interventions to ensure they make the best progress they can.



	
	The majority of our support is delivered through quality first teaching, our staff are the expert of their area, and they will ensure children with SEND can access the content just as well as their peers.
Students’ progress is closely monitored and reported on a termly basis, the support the students receive will be tailored based on this data to ensure they are progressing and continuing to achieve.
Parents/carers will receive grade runs twice a year and be asked to attend Parent Consultation Evenings to meet with class teachers. Appointments can be made with the linked SENCo and pastoral team to discuss any concerns regarding the students’
progress or support requirements.

	How do we support students with medical needs?
	If your child has specific medical factors contributing to their educational needs, please contact the school where a member of staff can discuss specific provisions that may need to be implemented. If a student requires medication within the school day, this can be administered by the Medical Needs Team once the appropriate consent forms have been completed. Parents/carers are encouraged to keep an active dialogue to communicate any changes in student’s needs as this can play a part in the student’s education.

	How do all Ashfield staff help students with SEND to achieve their best?
	Support provided by school staff: When children join the school, information regarding their specific needs will be gathered and made available to key staff who will be interacting with that student, to plan appropriate provision and support. The linked SENCo will liaise with parents/carers, during the transition process, to ensure the support package will benefit the child and ensure their academic progress. Staff receive targeted SEND training to equip them to effectively support students with additional needs, several staff have specialist training and experience to help students manage certain specific conditions. Students check in daily with their form tutor and will have pastoral and Inclusion staff as a point of contact if they require assistance negotiating the school day. When necessary, students may work with outside agencies, specific to their requirements, to receive additional support however parents or carers will always be advised of any interventions organised.



	
	No excuses:
We offer no excuses at Ashfield. Our staff help our children by not creating obstacles but removing them. Our aspirations for children with SEND are the same as those without: sky high. We will not accept excuses but will make reasonable adjustments where necessary and develop resilience in our children.

	How are adaptations made to the curriculum and the learning environment for children with SEND?
	Accessibility:
Ashfield School has provisions available for students with physical and sensory needs. Where students require support with physical and mobility needs the school has lift access to most floors, accessible classrooms and modified facilities for students. The lay-out of the school allows students to navigate easily to specific curriculum areas and key staff will be aware of student’s physical and sensory needs and on hand to provide assistance when required.
Curriculum:
We offer a slightly different approach to our curriculum if children need extra support. A range of interventions will be put in place to meet individual needs.

	Information regarding the expertise and training of staff to support children and young people with SEND, including how specialist expertise will be secured.
	Staff are regularly updated with information so that awareness of SEND student issues and how they can have a detrimental impact on emotional well- being, as well as progress, is high on teaching and support staff agendas. Time is provided for whole staff training to raise staff awareness of practical ways to improve support for SEND students facing barriers to learning. Key learning needs at Ashfield include ADHD (Inattentive and Hyperactive types), Autism, Dyslexia, Visual Impairment and Hearing Impairment and Physical Disabilities. If more specialist training or advice is needed, then Inclusion
staff will liaise with specific external agencies and the Local Authority Specialist Inclusion Services Team.

	How do we evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for children with SEND?
	The school’s evaluation of SEND provision considers parental views and levels of expected progress made by SEND pupils in comparison to non-SEND students. This identifies any gaps in performance that will lead to further
analysis and interventions.



	
	We have Trust and external audits that also
review the effectiveness of our provision and learning of our SEND children.

	How are children with SEND enabled to engage in activities available with children in the school who do not have SEND?
	Our approach is inclusive, all students, regardless of any protected characteristic or not, accesses the same curriculum and opportunities as everyone else.
The school provides this through:
· the assessment of need and reasonable adjustments being made
· allowing additional time for work/assessments
· adjustments to materials for example, font size and coloured overlays
· a variety of support strategies
· availability of lifts for access for students who use wheelchairs and those who have other physical disabilities
This is a key priority to enable students to experience the social benefits of working in a classroom environment. This process is made possible by ensuring that, through advance planning
of groups, seating, classroom environment, lesson materials and targets, students can access all activities, albeit in a differentiated manner.
SEND students participate in
extra-curricular activities alongside non-SEND students.

	What support is in place for improving emotional and social development?
	The SEND team works with pastoral staff to ensure that the student’s emotional and social development is monitored closely.
We identify students whom we know will need reasonable adjustments to the behaviour policy. We don’t make excuses for poor behaviour; we enable students to make better choices when faced with anxiety or emotional dysregulation.
Measures to prevent bullying, boost self- esteem and ways to help manage anxiety are promoted and where an issue is identified appropriate input is provided. We also develop resilience and ensure that students understand that life is hard at times. Tutors work to support the specific emotional and social development of any SEND students in their tutor group. Extra support is usually provided by the Inclusion and/or Pastoral teams, mindful of working to include rather than exclude the student concerned within the school day and culture. All students with



	
	SEMH needs are given a graduated response to this need, and we develop supportive strategies such as mentoring and Zones of Regulation work to support them.
Our House system actively promotes participation, winning, losing and teamwork and enables children to develop their confidence and positive approach to
studies.

	How do we involve other bodies, including health and social care bodies, local authority support services and voluntary sector organisations, in meeting children’s SEND needs and supporting their families?
	Services available or can be accessed by Ashfield School:
The school frequently liaises with local agencies such as the Educational Psychology Service, Speech and Language Therapy Team, The Communication & Interaction Team, the Cognition and Learning Team, The Healthy Family Team, CAMHs and Specialist Inclusion Services teams to ensure students’ needs are met. We also work closely with the Integrated Children’s Disability Services team to review students with Educational Health and Care plans. Parents/carers are encouraged to contact the school if their child’s requirements change so provisions can be adequately adapted quickly.

	What are the arrangements for handling complaints from parents of children with SEND
about the provision made at the school?
	If you still have concerns about your child’s SEND support after consultation with the linked SENCo:
Young people and parents with concerns about SEND provision should contact Shaun Pollard (SEND Governor) if initial concerns raised with the school’s SENCo remain.
Depending on the key areas of concern, complaints from parents are dealt with using the school’s complaints procedure or
through referral to the Local Authority.

	Where can the LA’s local offer be found?
	For additional information regarding Nottinghamshire Local Authority Services please view the Local Offer Nottshelpyourself | Nottinghamshire's SEND Local Offer







Frequently Asked Questions 
What should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?
Your main point of contact at school should always be your child's tutor. Start by contacting the tutor to discuss your concerns. You may then need to speak to the Achievement Leader or Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO).
How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child's learning?
Parents are made aware of the progress their child should be making, as well as the progress they are actually making, through school trackers, progress reports and Parent Consultation Evening.  At Parent Consultation Evening teachers will discuss learning within their subject and how parents can support this outside of school. Tutors play a key role in contacting parents about things that have happened in school and ways in which parents and school can work together to support students. Parents can meet with staff from the Inclusion team to discuss individual learning difficulties.
The School Gateway Parent App is used for parents to track, attendance, achievements, and behaviour across the school. 
If your child has an Education, Health Care Plan (EHCP), then there are legal requirements for at least 3 formal contacts each year, one of which will be the Annual Review which is organised by the SENDCO and attended by parents/carers, teachers and partner agencies involved in the student’s education. The other contacts can be in the form of parent consultation evenings, additional reviews or contacts via letter, email, or phone calls.
How does the school know how well my child is doing?
As part of their Professional Standards, teachers monitor and review all students' progress throughout the year. Student progress data is collected in line with the assessment calendar to enable tutors and subject teachers to track the progress that students are making and to intervene if students are experiencing difficulties. The overall progress of students with SEND as well as within individual subjects is analysed each term. Governors are kept up to date with the attainment, progress and attendance of all students including those with SEND.  
The effectiveness of interventions is monitored by the SENDCo.  This will involve both looking at data but also through observing the delivery of the interventions.  
How will the school staff support my child?
Subject teachers are responsible for the progress of all students in their lessons. They are trained to teach children of all abilities and are expected to make the curriculum available to all. We fully believe in quality first teaching in our school.  
The SENDCo ensures that students individual needs are being met.  The SENDCo works with all stakeholders including the Headteacher and Local Governing Body to develop policies and practices that support all students including those with SEND.  
Additional provision for students with SEND who are significantly below the expectations for their age may include one of the following, use of technology, additional support from adults or tailored interventions sessions.  
School staff support students both inside and outside of lessons to ensure they can access their learning and are developing socially.  
Students with an EHCP will have a nominated key worker who will work with families, students and external agencies to ensure there is joined up work in progress.
How will the curriculum be matched to my child's/young person's needs?
In all lessons subject teachers plan to tailor work (based on the information provided by the Inclusion Team) to meet the needs of students with SEND and to help them make at least expected progress.
Some students receive focussed individual or group support within the Inclusion department to improve literacy, [image: ]numeracy and social skills that will impact on progress across the curriculum.
In some curriculum areas students are grouped by ability, whilst other curriculum areas are taught in mixed groups. Subject teachers will model tasks and tailor the activities and resources within their lessons in a variety of ways to support all students access the learning.
Option choices are well supported to ensure that curriculum decisions are based on students interests and ambitions for their future. Families will always be involved in the process to ensure all students receive a high value curriculum that prepares them well for their next steps in education, employment, and training.
The curriculum will provide students not only to access qualifications that will open doors for students but ensure they have the knowledge, skills and understanding to be successful in life.    
How will my child be included in activities outside the school classroom including school trips?
All students are entitled to be included in all aspects of the school community, and we aim for all students to be included in school trips and out of school hours learning opportunities.
A risk assessment is carried out prior to any off-site activity to ensure that everyone's health and safety cannot be compromised. We will make every effort to make reasonable adjustments to enable a student to participate but in the unlikely event that it is considered unsafe for a student to take part in an activity then alternative relevant activities will be provided in school.
What support will there be for my child's overall wellbeing?
The tutor is at the heart of the school's pastoral system and day to day contact with students enables the tutor to gain an overall view of students' wellbeing. In addition to tutors there are various pastoral staff trained to support students with social and emotional difficulties.
The Inclusion department provides a less busy area for students who struggle with social situations. It opens before and after school and during break and lunchtimes.
Procedures are in place to support students with medical needs, and we have a clear procedure for the safe administration of medicines.  
What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?
The SENDCO liaises with a range of specialist services to ensure provision for students is appropriate and meets their needs. These include:
Health GPs, school nurse, clinical psychologist, and psychiatrists (CAMHs), paediatricians
[image: ]Speech and language therapists, occupational therapists, physiotherapists 
Social Care services — Early Help Workers, social workers, child protection teams
Educational Psychology Service
Careers Service
Specialist teacher advisors — visual impairment, hearing impairment, physical impairment
Local Authority Officers
What training have the staff supporting SEND had or what training are they having?
[image: ]SEND training is an ongoing programme of professional development for staff.
Information is shared with relevant staff about the needs of students.
All staff are provided with relevant specialist training as needed to support the students in our schools.
Inclusion staff have a professional development opportunity to develop specialist knowledge and understanding.  
How accessible is the school both indoors and outdoors?
Our site is accessible using lifts and ramps where needed.
We have disabled toilets located around the site.
There are designated car parking bays for disabled staff, students, and visitors.  
The school's floors are fully accessible for wheelchair users — with the use of a lift. The site has disabled toilets. 
How are parents involved in the school? How can I get involved?
We are fully committed to promoting a genuinely inclusive approach where students and parents participate as fully as possible in the decision-making process that determines support and provision. To achieve the best possible educational and other outcomes for students, the views, wishes and feeling of students and their parents will be considered. This is particularly important at transition points to ensure appropriate decisions are made and students are prepared effectively for adulthood.
The views of parents are highly valued, and the school conducts perceptions survey every year to seek feedback on a wide range of topics which inform whole school planning.
Strong partnerships with parents support student progress and parents can meet with subject teachers at Parent Consultation Evenings and at various events throughout the school year including, Meet the Tutor Evenings. 
Parents can meet with staff from the Inclusion team to discuss individual learning difficulties and/or SEND specific matters.
How are students’ views captured at the school?
Students' views are highly valued, and their opinions are sought on many aspects of school life using a variety of methods.  We have regular surveys for all students to take part in.
Students can speak to their form tutor daily to raise any questions, queries or concerns. 
Student panels are used to discuss new strategies and are sometimes used during the selection of new staff.  
SEND students can provide feedback to their inclusion linked worker as needed. 
EHCP students’ views will be sought before any review meetings take place.  
Who can I contact for further information?
A parent's/carer's first point of contact should be the child's tutor to share concerns.
Parents/carers can also arrange to meet the SENCO please contact reception for this to be arranged.  We would encourage parents to raise any questions, queries or concerns as early as possible so that we can respond with professional urgency to support the student the best we can.  
SENDIAS is a free, impartial service which provides support, guidance, and information about education issues to parents of children who have Special Educational Needs 
How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new setting or to the next stage of education and life?
A smooth transition from Key Stage 2 to 3 is very important to us and the school takes great care in preparing students for the changes ahead. Students will learn effectively when they feel prepared, comfortable and safe in the school environment. Parents and students in Year 5 and 6 are invited to an open evening in term 1 where tours enable them to see different areas of the school in action. The school works closely with our partner primary schools to organise a programme of activities, visits and experience of secondary school life during Year 6.
At Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 and 11) students choose from a wide range of GCSE, BTEC and vocational courses which help them to prepare for the next steps in their education. Students and families are supported through this process by the year team and the Two Counties Trust careers advisors.  
Students with an EHCP who are moving onto further education or training are supported by an advisor from the Local Authority, they will attend all annual review meetings in year 11 to help plan and organise support for the move to college or vocational training. The SEN team liaises with specialist advisory teachers to support individual students with SEND e.g., to accompany a student with a visual impairment on college visits.
In-year admissions — all students admitted to the school after the start of the academic year are screened on entry to identify any areas of need and to provide information to staff about the student's learning. Contact is always made with the previous school to ensure the transfer of information and the child's school file.
Moving to a new school — Contact is always made with the new school to ensure the transfer of information and the child's school file.


[image: Icon

Description automatically generated]THE TWO COUNTIES TRUST Ambition | Teamwork | Honesty

[image: Icon

Description automatically generated] THE TWO COUNTIES TRUST Ambition | Teamwork | Honesty
image1.png
L < Q. Search (Ctrl+) £ thotwoComin. By 0 =
P o rrcrTemstogoeng .
®

o) PR





image2.jpg




image3.jpg




image4.jpg




image5.png




image7.png
I'HE
TWO

COUNTIES
TRUST





image6.png




